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OFFICE ACTION SUMMARY 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on ^~\/-' ^ ^"^ 



O This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 D.C 11 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire 



month(s), or thirty days, 



whichever is longer, from the mailing date of this communication. Failure to respond within the period for response will cause 
the application to become abandoned. (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). Extensions of time may be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 
1.136(a). 



Disposition of Claims 

Dfl Claim(s)_ 



Of the above, claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

H ClaimM 2 O ~ /2M^e/ If 

□ Ciaim(s) 

□ Oaim(s) 



is/are pending in the application. 

Js/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 



is/are objected to. 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 



_are subject to restriction or election requirement. 



□ The drawing(s) filed on 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a) -(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
O received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 

□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 



Js/are objected to by the Examiner. 
is □ approved □ disapproved. 



Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e). 
Attachment(s) -» 

□ Notice of Reference Cited, PTO-892 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Interview Summary, PTO-41 3 

□ Notice ol Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review. PTO-948 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

-SEE OFFICE ACTION ON THE FOLLOWING PAGES- 



PTOL-026 (Rav 8/96) 



* U.S. GPO: 1 096-42 1 -632/40206 
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Part III 



DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 20-25 and 31-46 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground (s) of 
rejection. 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103 which forms 
the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office 
action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not 
identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

Subject matter developed by another person, which qualifies 
as prior art only under subsection (f) or (g) of section 102 
of this title, shall not preclude patentability under this 
section where the subject matter and the claimed invention 
were, at the time the invention was made, owned by the same 
person or subject to an obligation of assignment to the same 



This application currently names joint inventors. In 
considering patentability of the claims under 35 U.S.C. § 103, 
the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered 
therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant 
is advised of the obligation under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 



person. 
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commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order 
for the examiner to consider the applicability of potential 35 
U.S.C. § 102(f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. § 103. 

3. Claims 20-25, 33, 35, 38-39, and 40-46 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 103 as being unpatentable over Orii in view of Sasaki et 
al and Takahashi . 

Regarding claims 20-25,38,40-41 and 43-46, Orii discloses a 
camera apparatus (Fig 1) comprising: 
a camera body (10) ; 

first memory (26a) and second memory (24) for storing image 
information; 

recording means and reproducing means (50) and (25) for 
recording and reproducing the image information; 

changing means for changing the recording from first memory 
to the second memory by copying the image from the second memory 
to the first memory and for changing the reproducing the first 
memory to the second memory by stopping the reproducing of the 
second memory and reproducing the image stored in the first 
memory to the monitor .(27) for viewing (column 12, lines 5-68, 
column 15, lines 8-28) ; and 

Regarding claims 33,35,39 and 42, Orii further teach a 
finder (23) for displaying the image. 
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Orii further teaches that the second memory is a 
semiconductor memory but fails to teach that the first memory is 
a semiconductor memory such as a memory card as recited in 
claims. However, it is noted that employing a semiconductor 
memory device such as an IC card device which is detachable from 
a camera unit and the memory of SRAM kind for storing image 
signals and semiconductor memory reproducing means for 
reproduicng image signals in order to reduce the size of the 
overall apparatus is well known in the art as taught by Sasaki et 
al (column 7, lines 60-65) . Therefore, it is obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Orii with Sasaki by providing 
the apparatus of Orii with the semiconductor memory of SRAM 
kind as disclosed by Sasaki et al as an alternate first memory 
memory of Orii apparatus in order to reduce the size of the 
overall apparatus. 

Orii as modified with Sasaki fails to teach that the second 
memory is provided in the camera body as recited in claims. 

Takahashi teaches a camera apparatus having a plurality of 
kind of memory which are provided in housing of a camera body in 
order to provide more convenience to the user when handling the 
camera (column 9, lines 20-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify Orii as modified with Sasaki with Takahashi by 
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incorporating the first memory and second memmory in the camera 
body in order to provide more convenience to the user when 
handling the camera. 

4. Claims 34 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103 as being 
unpatentable over Orii in view of Sasaki as applied to claims 20 
above, further in view of Finelli. 

Orii as modified with Sasaki fails to specifically teaches the 
use of a printer for the camera as recited in claims 34 and 36. 
However, it is noted that using a printer for making a copy of 
the image is well known in the art as taught by Finelli (See 
Finelli, Figs. 1 and 3) . Therefore, it would obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art to modify Orii with Finelli by 
providing a printer as taught by Finelli into the camera 
apparatus of Orii in order to provide a copy of select image to 
the user. 

5. Claims 31 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Lang in view of Sasaki et al . 

Lang discloses an editing apparatus for comprising: 
a first reception unit for receiving a memory (13) 
a second second receiption unit (11) for receiving an 
optical disc (column 3, lines 58 to column 4, line 16); 
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signal processing means (26) for expanding the compressed 
image signal from the memory; 

recording and reading means for recording and reading the 
expanded image signal on and from the optical disc (column 3, 
lines 58-62) . 

Lang further teach that the memory is a semiconductor (SRAM) 
but fails to teach that the memory is a memory card . 

However, it is noted that using a memory card for recording 
image signal is well known in the art as shown by Sasaki . Sakaki 
the use of a memory card having a reception unit for receving the 
memmory card in order to reduce the size of the apparatus (Fig. 
1) . 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to modify Lang with Sasaki by proving a memory card and a 
reception unit of the memory card as taught by Sasaki into the 
apparatus of Lang as an alternate memory of Lang in order to 
reduce the size of the overall apparatus . 
6. Claim 32 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Lang in view of Sasaki as applied to claim 31 
above, and further in view of Watanabe et al . 

Lang fails to specifically teach that the image signal is 
compressed in a DCT manner. However, it is noted that expanding a 
compressed image signal in a DCT manner is well known in the art 
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as shown by Watanabe (Fig. 2, column 5, lines 27-35) . Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Lang with Watanabe by providing apparatus of Lang with a 
DCT compressing and expanding as taught By Watanabe to compress 
and expand the image signals in order to improve the quality of 
the image signal . 



7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Huy Nguyen 
whose telephone number is (703) 305-4775 and fax number is 
(703) 308-5399. 




H.n 

May 12, 1997 



